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January 11, i 960 


Mr. John Ford 

New Netherlands Coin Company 
1 West li7th Street 
New York 36 , New York 

Dear John: 

On January lit, I960 Swann Auction Galleries is selling some 
books on coins and I originally called this to George Fuld* 
attention and told him I would bid on the items* Fuld was 
going to have icker represent, him . Picker left town and 
appointed someone else. Then^^someone else tracked out so I 
ara having Peter Decker represent me. 

George telephoned me last night and told me you were famil- 
iar with these items and that you were going to bid. There 
is no purpose in getting into competition over most of the 
items as there are just a few T am interested in. Would 
it be possible for youto let rae know, by return air mail, 
whether you are going to bid independently and what, if 
any, items you are worked-up about. 

Incidentally, I am sitting here with a " silver spoon in ray 
mouth" waiting to hear from you on the other open items. 

ly very best regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


E^/atb 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES, Inc 


January 2£, I960 


Mr. Walter Breen 

P.O.Box 102h Grand Central Station 
Sew York 17, New York 

Dear Walters 

In Join lord’s telephone call to me he dytlined 

the stor, concerning the work being tone onuTre^^Ot^doliar . 
Your research, Lynn Glaser’s reseapclb and my re sS^rcV prob- 


ably add up to a very effective 
stand that Bressett and Yoeaan 
thing on the subject. My 
our efforts and that all th: 

The book could be published 
pay you a reasonable amount fo: 
of the expenses of anyo?i£_ who col 
Glaser is an amateur, ' 
should be "The Compl/ ry of 

Its Satellites," ojr j rvr titli 


It is essential th 
the size of the pie 
won’t bother it, or 
photo g ra uh^Tp’bate s • 

I am en 
to Lyn 
appreci 1 
meets 

be done a 
up to date, 
to read it. 





work and T\ upfder- 
to publish some- 
should combine 
[joint authors, 
mmercially, and 
and take care 
tes to it. I presume 
;think the title 
Oh Dollar and 


are excellent and either 
large that photoengraving 
a special edition with 


tra coTjTof this letter for you to send 
o not know his address. I would 

both of you as to whether this idea 
1. It is a piece of work which must 
t has been written on this subject, 
ely confusing to anyone who would try 


With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


E N/atb 


ERIC ?. IKVMAN 


January 25, I960 


JOHN J. FOR D, J R. 

176 HENDRICKSON A V E . 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. I., N. Y. 




Mr, Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

My records indicate that lot 359 in sale #537 of the 
Swann Galleries, on January l4th last, opened at $8.00 and 
was purchased for your account at $30.00; lot 360 opened 
at $10.00, and was purchased at $35.00; lot 361 opened at 
$11.00, was purchased for $27.50. 

It is quite obvious to me, that these lots would have 
sold ati±every low opening bids or there abouts had not 
your friend Decker been given open instructions wihout exact 
limits. 

I feel that the damage to my pocketbook at this auction 
was the obvious result of your not giving clearly defined 
limits to Mr. Decker. At least that is the opinion shared 
by Dr. Blanchard and myself. Dr. Blanchard, of course, had 
explicit and exact instructions from ms. 

As I intimated in my telephone conversation, I think it 
would only be fair if you would give me an exact listing of 
the contents of 359, 360 and 361; with this breakdown you can 
tell me what you would like to keep, and what I might have. 

I am particularly interested in a top condition copy of the 
De Knight book, the 1878 Laws, Clark's 1864 book, and possibly 
the Coinage Laws of the U.S., 1893. It is my thought that I 
should get first crack on whatever you might not want in these 
groups, as I believe that I have paid well for the privilege. 

Do not forget to write to all three interested parties 
concerning the proposed publication on the l8o4 silver dollars. 
The gentlemen involved are Messrs, green, Bresset, and Glaser. 


Very truly ^yours, 


February 26, I960 


r. John J . Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Johns 

In view of what happened to you in the now famous Swann 
auction, I recommended to George, and George agreed, that 
you should have virtually all of the books that you wanted 
out of the lot we obtained* I am enclosing the list which 
you checked and have circled those which are being sent* 

I have endeavored to allocate the oost on a reasonable 
basis and if you will send, to me a check for U6.55 payable 
to Peter Decker that would be more convenient* 

The group of books being sent you includes the best Clark 
(which is one of the most interesting books I have ever 
read), the DeKnight, which I told George should be yielded 
to you, and a number of other pamphlets and books in choice 
condition . 

The above-mentioned sum includes Peter Decker’s commission 
and shipping* 

I have so much to tell you that I will have to defer it 
for the present. 

ly best regards, anyhow. 


Sincerely, 


E 'N/atb 


ERIC P. NEVGAN 


March 9, I960 


r.John J .Ford s Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, Mew York 

Dear Johns 

I have been asked to give an exhibition, locally, 
and I must have my collection of Missouri tokens 
for that purpose. You wrote me, on December lh, 

19^9, that I should air mail them to you and that 
you would have them back within two weeks at the 
latest. You stated that this was an emergency 
request. I must now state that mine is an emergency 
request so will you ulease send them back immediately. 

I know how many things you are trying to do at one 
time and can understand your difficulty. However, 

I know I will have your prompt cooperation. 


Sincerely :/ours. 


ERIC P. NEWHAM 


EPN/atb 



March 18, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 

You have caught me with my pants down which is 
not very hard to do, as you probably w&ll know by now. 

I worked like a beaver .lust before Christmas on Missouri 
in the Merchant token listing, and got as far as the Post 
Office issues when I got side-tracked. Honestly, I have 
not worked on the token listing since. I went to Florida, 
for business of course, and have been spending the last 
month and a half getting out our next auction catalog. 

As you undoubtly know, these sale catalogs are my personal 
resnonsibility from photography to proof reading. 

Tomorrow, I shall make notes on the tokens I have not 
as yet listed and ship all of them back to you airmail. 

I am awfully sorry about this, but slowly but 
surely I am wising up to the fact that I have too many 
irons in the fire. 

Very best personal regards. 


S incerely , . 



Jr 


JJF : dn 




March 23* 


I960 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at l£6th Street 
New York 3^ New York 

Gentlemen : 

I am sending you, under separate cover, from 
my collection, 11 Missouri tokens which John 
Ford wishes to have photographed on both sides* 

Vvould you be kind enough to send him the 
positives, with your statement, after you 
have taken the pictures, and return the tokens 
to me. 

I am glad to cooperate with him in this respect. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NKKMAN 


EP?l/atb 





Hr, John ford 
176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, Ipw York 

Dear John: 

The Pease token is mine and I put it back in the exhibition 
mounting which it came cut of. Thank you for noting; that 
it was not in ny list, I believe I was responsible .for 
getting your Pease token to you in the past when I arranged 
for Freddy to do that for you. 

Please sand me my notes back when you have finished with 
them. 

The Long piece, your No. N? 1.37 is not silver. Its weight 
in air is 112 grains. Its weight in xyster is ?8§ trains. 

Its specific gravity is 8 . 3 . It can't be silver. 

I have never seen a St. Louis ost Office token with the 
eagle struck in white metal. 


As to your VanDevanter piece, I still think they are silver 
plated . 

You now Know everything I know and I wish you a lot of luck 
with your list. You may always call upon my cooperation. 





Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





March 28, I960 


Dear John, 

Could you straighten out the book 
matter at your convenience. I 
hate to keep Decker waiting. 
Thanks . 

Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. REMAP 


March 29, 19&0 


j c 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Please forgive the delay in answering your letter of 
February 26th, concerning the various books and pamphlets 
sent to me from the infamous Swann auction. I have been so 
busy getting out our 54th public sale, that I ha^ had to let 
everything else go. I shall get to this lot of books in the 
next couple of days, and send you a check payable to Peter Decker. 

I very much appreciate your letter of March 23rd, in which 
you straighten me out on the two Missouri pieces, which I thought 
silver. I also appreciate your comment on the St. Louis Post 
Office token in white metal. 

Unfortunately, your letter did not mention if you had sent 
the requested pieces' to the A.N.3. for photography for me. I 
hope that you will do this, asking Mr. Johnson to return the 
tokens to you at my expense, and sending the photographs and 
bill for same to me direct. 

Nor, did you tell me what you thought of my Missouri listing 
of Merchant tokens so far as I went. I know it is not a scientific 
one, but we have to start some place, and everything that has 
been published for years and years has been very badly fouled up. 

We hope to get back into the ^oyd material shortly, and 
trust that we can get something definitely worked out with you 
this year. Things move very slowly in this business, and it 
has been our misfortune to have too many things thrown at us 
during the past few months. 

Please do not let me down in having the tokens photographed 
at the A.N.3. 

Very best personal regards. 


Sincer ely 





JJF: dn 


April 20, I960 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

New Netherlands Coin Company 
1 West ii7th Street 
New York 36, New York 

Dear Johns 

Would you be kind enough to send me another copy 
of your wonderful catalogue of the sale on April 
22, I960. It is, as always, loaded with fascin- 
ating information and I, for one, can appreciate 
the time, effort and skill which went into its 
development. 

In Walter's article on the Brasher Doubloon, in 
the A, V ,S. Centennial publication, you gave the 
ownership of the various doubloons. The second 
doubloon, with the punch on the wing, was listed 
as belonging to a Mid-Western collector and I 
would very much like to get an excellent photo- 
graph of this coin or borrow a negative of it. 
Will you tell me who owns the coin or do you have 
some decent pictures of this coin in your file. 

A. »S. does not have any good pictures and I will 
be grateful for your help. 

I am sure you ha?e received your pictures of the 
tokens by now. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Rare Coins , Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin 


Co., Inc 


SUITE 401 


1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


June 7? I960 


AIRMAIL 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 

Please Dardon the extreme delay in answering your 
correspondence. I am deliberately trying to take everything 
in my stride, and for a man who has his hand in 627 operations, 
this is not an easy matter. 

I have written to the owner of the Brasher Doubloon under 
discussion, requesting permission to disclose that collector's 
name, and also for permission for photographing. 

I would like to have your permission to keep your token notes 
for awhile, but if this is not forthcoming, T shall have to make 
notations concerning them now. You will get them back in good 
shape if you let me keen the- for awhile, and I would appreciate 
your indulgence. They are clipped together with your name on them 
and there is no chance of their becoming misplaced or lost. 

The only thing you need in dealing with me, is the patience of 
Job. With this and a reasonable life expectancy, you shall make 
out . 

Very best personal regards . 


Sincerely, 

NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CO., INC. 


JJF:dn 



Fot*d, Jr 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


Hr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

New Netherlands Coin Co. Inc. 

Suite liOl - 1 West ii7th Street 
Nev York 36, New York 

Bear Johns 

Of course you can keep the notes on the Missouri tokens 
as long as it is necessary. I just thought you forgot me. 

Thanks for writing to the owner of the brasher Doubloon 
requesting a picture. If the picture could be taken without 
disclosing the owner that, too, would be satisfactory so 
you may suggest that to the owner. 

Would you have any objection to my writing a nice letter 
to Helen Boyd and asking about the disposition of some 
of the numismatic material and stating that I had been 
hopeful of acquiring some through you, and still would 
like to do so, but that nothing had developed as yet. 

It would merely be part of a nice letter to her as I have 
not written her in a long time and I do not want to get 
in the dog house or, if I am in the dog house, because of 
any misstatements of fact or inferences, then I would 
like to know about it. 

I just located Bungtown. How I am more confused than 
ever. It isn’t where anybody thought it would be. 

On with research! 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 




( 


Rare Coins , Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones FLaza 7-5245-6 

AIRMAIL June 15, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric • 

Thank you for your letter of June 8th. We shall take under advisement 
your suggestion re the Brasher Doubloon. You can rest assured that I ■will 
do everything that I can for you in this connection. 

I certainly do not mind you writing to Mrs. Boyd, and can see no 
reason why you think I should have any objection. I firmly intend to 
do anything I can for you in connection with the Boyd Estate, but you 
must understand, that this could be done a lot quicker if we could just 
close up the office and forget all about other business. 

As far as I know, you are not in the dog house with any body, except 
pcs sibly a little bit with me. I am primarily thinking about the intro- 
duction to Colonial and U. S. coins, which I would like for the Standard 
Catalogue, and which you said you would do for me some time back. Dick 
Yeoman has an 8 page introduction, the idea of which I would like to 
imitate and improve upon. All you would need is a cooy cf Yeoman’s Guide 
Book, a copy of Carouther’s "Fractional Money", a typewriter, and a little 
time. I think that you could put the same thoughts that Yeoman has worked 
on in to much more readable language. The longer and more elaborate the 
write-up you made, the more it would educate the American collector and 
dealer in the right direction. Yeoman has exactly what I want, except 
that I want it bigger and better, and you are the guy that can do it. 

You will be reaching more people via this medium, get more prestige, and 
make a greater contribution to American numismatics, than by almost any- 
thing else you could do. 

I am taking the whole month of July off to really get going on the 
Standard Catalogue, and would appreciate your letting me know if you can 
knock this out for me. You know that I will pay the favor back! 

Very best personal regards. 


S 


incerely , 


. , INC . 


JJF: dn 
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June 17, I960 


Hr. John Ford 

New Netherlands Coin Company 
1 West it 7th Street 
New York 36, New York 

Lear John* 

I am enclosing a very interesting article which 
should go into your book on tokens. 

As far as writing your introduction is concerned, 

I promised I would do it and I will. I do expect 
to go on a vacation this summer but will be de- 
lighted to try to work up something which suits 
you. I am snowed under with respect to writing 
but a little more or less won’t hurt. 

I am still waiting to hear from you on the Brasher 
Doubloon situation. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc 


SUITE 401 


1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


J une 20 , 1 960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

4 00 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Many thanks for your letter of June 17th with enclosed 
photostat, I can certainly put the latter to good use. 

I am still waiting to hear myself about the Brasher 
Doubloon, and will do everything I can to get you a photograph 
of this item. Can you use a photo of the famous "Half 
Doubloon”? 

I would like the "introduction” for the SC to be as long 
and detailed as possible. 

If you have any questions concerning this, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 


Sincerely 


JJF:dn 



Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 












Sopor uber 20 , I960 


r. Jo n rord, Jr. 

1?6 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, How i’ork 

I v .. r John: 

I want to ask you a question which you can answer easily* On 
the Ship, Colonies and Commerce coppers, there is ore variety 
with t'-" American flag which contains underneath the ship the 
letters W & B RT. This is described in the January 191? Numis- 
matist, )age 1» Do you ha en to know w at Hew iork firm that 
' 3 ? th .• : 1 : this is very 1 ;i ortant as perhaps those with the 

American flag were an American token issue, particularly if 
the. were manufactured in ew York For what other reason would 
had the American flag, f ord "colonies” apparently 
meant that America should have colonies as a means of building 

and its oof me roe. Would you rive me your is. 

■. couple of k-Msouri tokens, or medals, arrived from ew "ether- 
la n d s and I presume they are from you. 

I Just returned from Europe and have a great 1 to tell you* 
The nan sitting next to me on the plane happened to be the 
butler argar» t an -' A rmr.trong- Jones, who quit their ea loy* 

I have all the Royal gossip at my finger tips* 

‘fy best wishes. 


Sincerely, 



. jilC . . t 1A ■ 


/ a tb 
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New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


AIRMAIL 


November 11, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

4 00 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

A few weeks ago I finished "Numisma," and then I 

worked like a dog on our 55th public sale catalog. Now I have 

time to catch up with my mail, and your letter of Sent ember 20th 
is on ton of the pile. 

The Ship, Colonies and Commerce half pennies with W & B 
on the obverse were made by Wright dc Bale, early New York City 

die sinkers. These boys made most of the rarities in the Merchant 

io^ke^s .series, particularly those eminating from New York and New 
Tirofan fi 1 I have long wanted to study this series, that is the 
Ship, Colonies and Commerce pieces, but never had the time to really 
do so. In spite of the American flag and the obvious New York origin, 
I still think that these nieces were made for circulation in Canada, 
and can not be considered U. S. issues. Lee was right in including 
the New York made varieties with the rest of the Ship, Colonies and 
Commerce issues, handling the whole as a Canadian series. 

The few Missouri items sent to you were culled from a pile 
of junk that we bought and I thought you might like to have them. 

We are still trying to get organized on the Boyd material, 
but it is a tremendous job particularly when you are trying to 
carry on "business as usual." You will just have to be patient 
and save your money. We have all the Colonial paper money in the 
office, and the quantity is just astounding. I would like to make 
a collection up out of this, including every possible type, variety 
and signature difference, for you, but can not see selling you the lot 
en masse, as what would you do with 50 to 200 duplicates of various 
common notes? I also would like to get into the obsolete paner money 
deal that has been sitting here, and I hope to do so early next year. 
Of course, I am just one guy, and now that Breen has left us it makes 
things even more difficult. 


Creators of Distinguished 


John J. Ford, Jr. 


Sincerely , 

Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


JJF:dn 


November 28, I960 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Dear Johns 

I realised how busy you must be and believe me I am similarly 
involved. You are trying to clear the air from Federal inter- 
ference with coin collecting. You are trying to discourage 
the roll and bag speculation which is more artificial than 
collecting outer space money for use in paying for transporta- 
tion by satellite. You know I often think there is more interest 
in collecting a fake piece than a real one. As you have pointed 
out before most people rate the desirability of a fake Confed- 
erate cent in gold as far superior to a genuine cne in cupro 
nickel. The best thing that happens to most collector-dealers 
is getting burglarized. 

Now as to the Boyd material I want you to know that it is easy 
to forget what I did to help them select you to take charge. I 
only asked for a few things and you indicated you v?ould see that 
I was accommodated. I still think you will but around the country 
many are beginning to make me wonder what you have been promising. 
You stated I would have first crack at the Massachusetts silver 
because I yielded to Fred when I wanted the Clarke collection. 

That is apparently changed. You said I would have first crack 
at the Colonial paper money as a collection and now you want to 
withdraw sheets and you tell me about quantities of duplicates 
and about picking through the collection for one specimen of 
each, etc. I wanted to photograph the Connecticut coppers 
and I have been turned down by the lawyer. Is this the way I 
am to be treated after what I did for Fred and for you. Fred 
did a great deal for me because he was interested in my research 
in numismatics and when he died h© had many of my major rarities 
which he borrowed from me when he was in good health and some 
of which I offered to let him keep as long as he lived* I gave 
Fred the choice of every Colonial paper piece I had which he did 
not have. I repaired many of his rare notes. I yielded the 
rarest South American piece to him through you only because he 
wanted it. I am proud to be a collector and researcher and am 
not interested in profiting one cent from this hobby. I help 


I960 


Page 2 November 28, 

Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 


everyone who asks me about research. You want scientific work 
done on numismatics and you ought to do the right thing by 
helping me. Will you tell me whether anything has been sold 
from the collection or not. Will you tell me what Federal 
Estate Tax appraisal was placed on the Colonial paper and on 
some of the other coins I wish to acquire. 

X respect your personal right to do well in the coin business. 

You are doing well and will continue to do well. You know all 
the angles and curves but don't use them except when dealing 
with those who do use them. Please don't get like most other 
dealers. 

Above all, don't work yourself into a nervous wreck. Come out 
and rest here if you need to. I'll feed you "metranog* 1 (metracal 
with bourbon) for the holidays with an uncirculated tuna fish. 

Best regards. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/*3fefe 

atb 
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New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 n 

December o, I960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
iiOO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric* 

Thank you for your most interesting letter of November 28th. 

From what I understand from Mrs. Boyd, we were selected to handle the estate after 
considerable soul searching by her and her alone. She categorically states that 
she was not influenced by anyone to favor me; in fact, I have received the impress- 
ion that things were quite to the contrary (and, to a certain extent still are). Be 
that as it may, I have no doubt that you made the effort, and that you did the best 
you could for me. 

So far, as disposition of the material is concerned, we are primarily interested in 
keeping both Mrs. Boyd and ourselves happy. After those two equally important 
interests, come our friends and clients. In this latter connection, ^ I have to be 
l*g with people who have been decent to us in the past, with people s&o have spent 
money with us in the past, with those who have made important contributions to 
numismatic science and to those who pa£d good prices so that we can supply good 

prices to the estate and/or Mrs. Boyd. While Mrs. Boyd has c©me concern about whom 
was friendly with her husband, her primary interest is what is good for Mrs. Boyd 
at the present time. As her agents, we can only concur in this. 

I am going to try to handle the Boyd matter so as to keep the most people happy. I 
explained to you that you could have anything you need out of the Massachusetts 
Silver after Mrs. Norweb was satisfied. That still stands. I further promised you 
whatever you need out of the Colonial paper money. I did not intend to sell you every 
single duplicate, and put you into the paper money business. I intend to uphold these 
commitments just as soon as I can. 

I am going to try to make you reasonably happy, Eric, but you must understand I have 
alot of people on my back. I am going to do the best that I can to be fair to every- 
one including the undersigned, but I am not going to crack-up while so doing. I said 
above, my primary concern is in service to Mrs. Boyd - which I think you will readily 
understand is the only way for me and Charles to look at it. 

Don’t cry so hard until all the dust has settled - you might end up being happier 
than you anticipate. 


Very best personal regards. 


Sihc 


JJF:sa 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Stale Catalogues 



